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CONFIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 1131 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINS. PBOR, CD,F LY 
SUBJECT: CHADIAN/LIBYAN NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: NDJAMENA 1099 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR AND I COMPARED NOTES AGAIN 
ON THE MORNING OF MARCH 18. HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT 
OUR DECISION TO POSTPONE MY ABSENCE FROM NDJAMENA 
WAS SOUND AND THAT COMING WEEK WOULD BE ACTIVE. 

2. AMBASSADOR SAID THAT DURING THE COURSE OF THE LAST 
FEW DAYS PRESIDENT MALLOUM’S POSITION ON CONCESSIONS 
TO THE REBELS SEEMS TO HAVE BECOME MUCH STIFFER. 

EARLIER IN THE WEEK FRENCH HAD BEEN ASKED TO DELAY THE 
ARRIVAL OF NEW MILITARY EQUIPMENT, TO LIMIT DRASTICALLY 
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THE PATROL ACTIVITIES OF THEIR UNITS IN MOUSSORO, MONGO 
AND ABECHE, AND TO SEND CERTAIN FRANCH OFFICERS ON 
VACATION DURING SEBHA CONFERENCE. ALL THESE REQUESTS 
WERE REVERSED BY MALLOUM YESTERDAY. FRENCH ALSO 
INTEND TO EXTEND THEIR DEFENSE COMMITTMENTS WESTWARD 
TO MAO. 
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3. FOREIGN MINISTER KAMOUGUE IS NOW IN TRIPOLI, 

MAKING HIS EXCUSES FOR EARLIER OPPOSITION TO NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH LIBYA, BUT HE HAS NOT REALLY CHANGED HIS HARD LINE 
STANCE. AS PENDULUM BEGINS TO SWING AWAY FROM NECESSITY 
OF IMMEDIATE CONCESSIONS, HIS STAR MAYBE RISING 
AGAIN. MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE ROASNGAR AND MINISTER 
OF PUBLIC WORKS ZAKARIA ARE NOW TENDING TOWARD HIS 
POSITION. HOWEVER, DISPUTES WITHIN THE SUPREME MILITARY 
COUNCIL DURING THE WEEK HAVE EVIDENTLY BEEN BITTER, AND 
THE WOUNDS WILL NOT HEAL RAPIDLY. 

4. SUDANESE AMBASSADOR HAS INFORMED ME THAT 
KHARTOUM SAYS ALL ARRANGEMENTS ARE IN ORDER FOR 
MARCH 21 MEETING AT SEBHA WITH REBELS, BUT BOTH 
FRENCH AMBASSADOR AND I DOUBT IF REBEL LEADER KOUKOUNI 
WILL EVEN APPEAR. REBEL RADIO HAS SHOWN NO SIGN OF 
ABAITING ITS CALL FOR A MILITARY OVERTHROW OF MALLOUM 
QUOTE TYRANNY UNQUOTE. CHADIAN DELEGATION AT SEBHA 
WILL APPARENTLY BE HEADED BY VICE PRESIDENT DJIME. 
BRADFORD 
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